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June 2022

O.N.A.R.R Newsletter
WE ARE WHAT WE PROTECT: THIS IS WHAT DEFINES US.
July 20 cutoff date

History sheets due
History sheets are due by the
20th July. Send them as
soon as possible to Susan
please. Nil reports can be
rung in by leaving a message
on Susan’s mobile. If you
have missing History sheets
from previous quarters, we
need them submitted NOW!!
Please try hard not to be late
with your sheet.

CARING RECORDS
Caring records are the ones
that you keep on the animals
in your care. You must keep
these records for a couple of
years minimum before
disposing of them – mind you
many of us ‘old time’ carers
still have our records from
when we started 30 odd
years ago…the main reason
for keeping is for reference,
the second reason is D.E.S.

Presidents Report – June 2022
Not a good start with all that rain, floods, more
rain and more big floods, a lot of problems with
some animals drowning etc. Since, beautiful
weather, some very lovely mornings and
hopefully a lot of good feed out there.

ONARR supplies a format for
you to use for your caring
records and we prefer you to
use it. In ten days’ time
ONARR is going to be
audited by D.E.S. in regard
to our Flying-fox license, and
the batty people have
needed to supply their
records for the audit. I find
the best way is to take the
caring record into
Officeworks, copy it 100
times and have it bound.

A conservation organisation on Minang and
Koreng country in WA were surprised when
they discovered an orange-eyed
Southwestern Spiny-tailed Gecko cosied up
with a family of Western Pygmy Possums!

Bev has really worked hard with all the Grants
she has got for a lot of our members: I thank
her for all that she has done.
DES has contacted Bev recently to do an audit on
bat carers. I need to press the point that we have
to have 2 years of our own caring records which
DES needs to look over to keep our licenses so
it would be a good idea to keep at least 5 years of
records of every species.
So hoping you all keep warm for winter,
Yours in Caring

''My best guess is
that it is getting warmth from the possums.
There is limited natural habitat for these
animals in the revegetated area, so the boxes
are providing vital shelter for them until the
vegetation develops to a stage of providing
cracks and crevices and loose bark," said
ecologist Angela Sanders.

Linda D’Arcy
President
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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Numbers and species for the last Quarter
Birds
Flying Foxes
Reptiles
28 P.B. ducklings
2 Wood duckling
4 Crested Pigeons
14 Rainbow Lorikeets
1 Galah
4 Tawny Frogmouths
1 Spotted Turtle dove
1 Pheasant coucal
2 Butcher birds
1 Button Quail
3 Noisy Miners

Other
Fauna
5
antechinus

Macropods
1 Swamp
Wallaby
1 Black Stripe
Wallaby
3 Red necked
wallabies
4 Eastern
Grey
kangaroos

Gliders
Feathertail
gliders 2

Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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MORETON BAY REGIONAL COUNCIL grant
Moreton Bay Regional Council has been very generous to our group with support
funding through grants.
The latest grant is to purchase two (2) Cat Net enclosures, which will be used for little
macropods. These enclosures are mobile and as such can be moved around on the
grass for the little ones to have a hop and a feed in a safe environment.

Many thanks to
Moreton Bay
Regional
Council for
giving us the
funds to
purchase these.

The ones we have purchased are 3 metres x 1.8 metres x 1.8 metres. Because it is
netting, little macros can bounce off the enclosure walls safely.
IPSWICH CITY COUNCIL grant
Ipswich City Council has also been very supportive of our
group and our wildlife carers individually. Nicole C., Anita T.,
Anita I., Bev, Joel, Randy, Shirlee and Glenn all received
funding to purchase items – food and equipment for birds and
macropods, and in one case a new aviary.
Ipswich City Council supplied the funds for ONARR to
purchase 6 handheld rechargeable torches, 6 Head light
rechargeable torches, 60 hanging baskets for making into
dreys, 8 large storage bins for bird carers, and some lorikeet
mix for our bird carers who take in a variety of birds like
rainbows, greenies, and honeyeaters. They also allowed us to purchase a pair of long
arm loppers for a possum carer whose loppers had broken.
Most of these goods were handed out at the most recent workshop, or else collected by
the carers from the Produce store.
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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BIRD REPORT – Linda D’Arcy
Crop feeding native birds,
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Avian digestion differs to all other species.
Food enters oral cavity and travels down the oesophagus to the crop.
The crop is an expandable food storage pouch.
From there, the food passes to the proventriculus (the narrow glandular
first region of a bird’s stomach)
The crop does not play a significant role in the chemical digestion.
The crop is absent in some species such as owls and penguins.
The oesophagus usually lies on the right of the neck.
When crop feeding – we enter at the left-hand side of the bird and aim towards the right-side there by
ensuring that we are aiming towards the oesophagus.
Crop feeding is normally admi nested by a crop needle and syringe you can get different gauge needles
from 8-18 gauge, being 8 is the largest, 18 is the smallest. The smallest parrots generally use 8,12 or
14.

Formula
We used to get Roudy-Bush which is now Neo-mate which works just as well, 10% solids may be used in
very young birds or birds with severe mal-digestion problems, 5grms formula to 45mls water, 25% solids
may be used in birds as a first feed to see if the crop empties. May also be used to enable the birds to get
used to the texture and formula -10grms formula to 30mls of water.
30% solids used on older juveniles and adult birds, when the crop is emptying and they showing any
problems (ie crop stasis) with this strength, 10mls formula to 24mls water.
How much to feed ideally.
10-15% of body weight in 2 to 3 evenly spaced feeds and make sure the crop is empty before feeding.
Adult birds should be started on a smaller quantity (10mls for medium sized birds and 25 to 30mls for larger
birds) until the crop stretchers.
Increase amount by 3-5mls per feed until daily requirement is reached.

Possum Report – Beverley Clarke
As you can tell by our registration numbers, it has been a quiet
quarter. However, the time is running out for you to sort out your
gear, refurbish aviaries and just do general maintenance as the
season will be starting soon. We always hope for a quiet season,
as that means the animals are coping without us, but we plan for a
busy season because wishing doesn’t make it quiet!
The first lot of joeys we get in are the pinkie babies. Pinkies are
delightful to raise. They more often than not come in with their
eyes closed, mouth still fused, and sometimes even the ears are
still down. You need constant heat for a little one like this, and be
prepared for nighttime feeds, depending on the size of the joey.
Needle sheaths are excellent for slipping between the lips of a
fused joey mouth. Good quality moisturizer is needed as our
heating methods often dry out the skin of pinkie babies. There are
a variety of suggestions to use for this, but my favourite is
Dermaveen. I also use Pawpaw cream. I prefer to lather a baby in
warm moisturizer at the last feed of the night, then change the greasy pouch in the morning.
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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MACROPODS – Anita Thompson
Megafauna
As usual, I am short of some info for the newsletter, so here is a new
discovery (2020) from the University of Wollongong.
When people first arrived in what is now Queensland, they would have found
the land inhabited by massive animals including goannas six metres long and
kangaroos twice as tall as a human.
Our findings give us an idea of what megafaunal life was like in the tropical
Australian savanna over a period of about 20,000 years, from around 60,000
to 40,000 years ago. During this time, the northern megafauna were different
to those from the south.

The giant kangaroo of South Walker Creek may be the largest
kangaroo ever found. Pictured here next to the previous titleholder,
Procoptodon goliah. Scale bar equals 1 m. V. Konstantinov, A.
Atuchin, R. Allen, S. Hocknull. Queensland Museum.

A yet-to-be named giant kangaroo
(first in the row above) is the largest
ever found. With an estimated mass
of 274 kg, it beats the previous
contender, the goliath short-faced
kangaroo, Procoptodon goliah.
The biggest of all the mammals was
the three-tonne marsupial Diprotodon, (second in the row) and
the deadliest was the pouched predator Thylacoleo (last in the
row). Living alongside these giants were other megafauna species
that still survive today: the emu, the red kangaroo and the
saltwater crocodile.
The extinctions of these tropical megafauna occurred sometime
after our youngest fossil site formed, around 40,000 years ago.
The timeframe of their disappearance coincided with sustained
regional changes in available water and vegetation, as well as
increased fire frequency. This combination of factors may have
proven fatal to the giant land and aquatic species.
Link to
article

Had a few roos hit on the road lately. Perhaps the mowed green verge
is enticing them there again. Don’t forget to check pouches.
Cheers Anita
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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SAFETY MOMENT.
As the weather is cooling down, I thought it might be an opportune time to briefly
touch on safety around heating devices we use for ourselves and the animals we
have in care. The following are tips from the QLD Government’s Staying Safe in
Winter website and NSW Fire and Rescue.
ELECTRIC BLANKETS
These should be checked each winter for frayed power cords and worn through material. Blankets
should ideally be used for warming up the bed before retiring. They are not designed to be constantly
on whilst in bed asleep. If the blanket is taken off the bed between seasons it is recommended, they
are rolled not folded.
HOT WATER BOTTLES
Hot water bottles should be replaced often as the rubber material perishes. Care should be taken
when filling them with hot water and attention given to ensuring the plug is screwed in securely. The
water bottle should be placed in a cover or wrapped in a towel etc when in use to limit the opportunity
of the outside of the bottle to cause a burn.
ELECTRIC HEATER PADS
As with electric blankets these warming devices should be checked before use to ensure the power
cord and internal heating coil is not damaged. Heater pads are not designed for sleeping with in our
beds. If using one as a warmth source for an animal, make sure you have sufficient padding between
the pad and the animal as these devices do not cool down whilst plugged into a power source. It is
also important to keep these pads dry.
SNUGGLE SAFE PAD
These pads are quite deceptive and at first can appear
to not be very warm but soon the heat comes through.
For this reason, follow the heating direction closely. With
age the heating ability of these pads lessen. Do not be
tempted to increase the heating time. I have seen
firsthand that these pads actually melt if heated for too
long. As with all heating pads ensure there is plenty of
padding between the pad and the animal. These pads
can get very hot. They do however stay warm for a long
time without re-heating. WHEAT PADSFollow the
heating instruction closely for these pads. They can get
extremely hot. With age the wheat filling dries out and
becomes combustible and can ignite. These bags
should be replaced after time. Wheat bags are designed
as a pad to provide warmth and pain relief to specific
areas of the body. They are not meant for warming up
beds. In fact, using a wheat bag in a confined area like
under the covers in a bed can increase the chances of
the contents igniting.
The last option is to be like young Patrick, and move into
a snuggly warm Ugg boot…
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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Bat Photos – what bat is that??? Photos of pups that have been in care…
Micro bats (photos not to size)

Little Red Flying Fox
Grey
Headed
Flying-Fox

Black Flying-fox
Keeping it all in hand…
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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The Bat
Workshop
at Redcliffe.
These
photos were
taken by
Ruth at the
Flying-fox
workshop
held up at
Redcliffe in
the gardens.
It was a
lovely day
for a walk in
the park,
and so they
did!!

Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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