ORPHAN NATIVE ANIMAL REAR & RELEASE ASSOCIATION

March 2022

O.N.A.R.R Newsletter
WE ARE WHAT WE PROTECT: THIS IS WHAT DEFINES US.
G.C.B.F. Grant application –
if you asked for it, we applied
for it! Plus some stuff you
didn’t think to ask for…
We will not know if we are
successful in our application
until around June/July.
Please note that if we are
successful, then those carers
who benefit from the grant
will be expected to donate
funds towards the cost of the
audit…

Kitchen Aid Ovenware from
Coles shopping centres.
Coles are currently running a
promotion for Kitchen Aid
Ovenware. If you are a
Coles shopper and are
collecting points towards
these items but don’t want
them, please get them
anyway and donate them for
a raffle which will be run in
2023. Every little bit helps!

April 20 cutoff date

History sheets due
History sheets are due by the
20th April. Send them as
soon as possible to Susan
please. Nil reports can be
rung in by leaving a message
on Susan’s mobile, give your
name and say nil report –
could not be easier…
Please try hard not to be late
with your sheet.

Presidents Report – March 2022
Well, these are certainly times, what with Covid and now floods, so I
think we are all ready for some good times!
We have had a meeting with our Register Heads to work out dates
for our next round of workshops, and you will be notified when this is
set.
The GCBF (Gambling Community Benefit Fund) have offered a large
grant to apply for, which we have done, and if we get it many of our
carers will benefit from it. We also have an application in with the
Ipswich City Council for some gear for everyone to use. I.C.C. have
also just brought out a new grant for wildlife carers to apply for food
and goods because of the flood situation.
With the newsletter also comes the history sheet time which needs
to be sent on to Susan Doel. Please get your sheet in on time.
Well, hopefully we have seen the end of all the heavy rain, and we
hope you all stay safe and dry.
Yours in Caring
Linda D’Arcy
President

Website link: www.onarr.org.au

This is a Brown
Honeyeater - about the
size of your thumb…finely
built and fast to fly, nectar
eaters. Fed him
Honeyeater & Lorikeet
mix. This little guy
weighed in at 11 grams
fully grown.
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Beverley
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Bird Register
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Wildlife Emergency Hotline 1300 369 652(24 hrs.)
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3294 6264
3208 3512
3426 9910
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Appointments - Ph. 5436 2097

Reptile Rescue 1300 878903

Possums
Brushtail
possums
13
Ringtail
possums
38
Mountain
Brushtail
Possums
3
Gliders 1

Numbers and species for the last Quarter
Birds
Flying Foxes
Reptiles
1Dusky Moorhen
14 P.B. ducklings
2 W.W. ducklings
12 Wood ducklings
5 Crested Pigeons
42 Rainbow Lorikeets
3 Scaly breasted lori
1 Brush Turkey
2 Short Billed Corella
2 Galahs
1 Pale H. Rosella
1 Tawny Frogmouth
1 Magpies
1 Currawong
1 Kingfisher
1 Purple Swamp Hen
1 Shining Bronze
Cuckoo
3 kookaburras
1 Spotted Turtle dove
7 Pee wees/Mud larks
1 Brown Honeyeater
5 Fig Birds
1 Pheasant coucal
3 B.F. Cuckoo shrikes

Website link: www.onarr.org.au

Other
Fauna
1 Bush rat

Macropods
1 Swamp
Wallabies
1 Black Stripe
Wallaby
1 Red necked
wallaby
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BIRD REPORT – Beverley Clarke
Raising a Purple Swamp Hen (or Purple People Eater
as we called her…)
Meet Popsie. She was barely a day old when she came into
care, found alone on the side of the street. She weighed 25
grams, which is about the same size as a day-old duckling.
That white patch became her helmet.
Popsie was small, but had Personality Plus! Inquisitive,
gregarious, adventurous – and looks to boot! Amazing set of
legs and feet larger than mine (and that’s saying something,
according to my husband!) I was amazed to watch her walking
about, but never falling over those huge toes. Often when she
stopped to
investigate
something, one
foot would be on
top of the other,
and I was sure she
would forget which
foot she
stopped on
and then fall
over as she
tried to walk
off, but she
never did.
Those long
toes were
capable of
curling up and
picking up
something as
tiny as a
mealworm.
She would
grab hold of a
branch and
pull it down so
she could
nibble on the
leaves. Tiny little wings, and I wondered when they would
grow large enough for her take flight…
They have, and she is being released out at Pine
Mountain. I raised her with two tiny Wandering Whistling
ducks, who follow her around everywhere she goes. I fed her on Chick starter, Chick crumble,
mealworms (lots of), grapes, grasses, lambs’ heart and duck weed. Pops is more than capable of
catching insects flying by, and she really enjoyed eating water lily leaves from my pond.
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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Possum Report – Linda D’Arcy

HABITAT
I came across a
new style of
nesting box
called the
Habitech Box
(Landline aired
this program on
it). They are a new style of box for native wildlife available today. They provide a much more stable
microclimate even during extreme heat waves. With our dwindling habitat of hollows in large trees
from clearing and fires, hopefully these nesting boxes can change things for our wildlife.
These boxes are modular, designed for a large range of species, the multiple body sections can be
joined to create different chambers that can cater for small species like micro bats through to medium
large parrots. They far exceed the normal wooden boxes; molded UV stablised polypropylene which
are extremely durable and have stable thermal properties. The are double walled for temperature and
humidity control and have FSC certified timber panels in the nesting chamber.
They are recyclable and have full circumferential drainage slots. They also come with a revolutionary
mounting bracket system from 100% recycled material that bonds to host trees.
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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SAFETY MOMENT.
WHS REPORT- Vicki Harmsworth.
Recently a close friend of mine lost her father. A sudden death from an accident in
the home. Her father fell from a ladder whilst cleaning out the gutters and sustained
fatal head injuries. A healthy man who was treasured by his children, their partners,
and his wife. And an adored grandfather. Such a tragic loss.
It’s autumn and many trees start to lose their leaves. We have had an enormous amount of rain recently
and a few storms thrown into the mix. All this can lead to gutters needing to be cleaned out, a roof
inspection to locate a leak, trees and shrubs needing pruning, dangerous larger branches needing
removal. All these activities require the use of ladders. If not treated with respect ladders are a very
dangerous device.
According to the Federal Government’s Australian Institute Of Health and Welfare report on falls for the
2018 – 2019, falls from ladders resulted in just over 6000 hospital admissions across that period with
the majority of those ladder falls in the 45-64 year old age bracket. 36 people lost their lives from a
ladder fall in 2020.
There are basic rules for ladder use and following these can reduce your chances of having a fall.
Whether you are cleaning out gutters, trimming trees or putting up box for wildlife take the time to follow
the advice of Safety professionals. It may save your life.

Ladder safety tips
Make sure your ladder is safe and right for the job
•
•
•
•
•

Make sure your ladder is the right height for the jobs you are likely to use it for.
Use a standards-approved ladder (Australian Standard AS/NZS 1892).
Check that your ladder is in good working order. Ensure your ladder is free from rust, has nonslip safety feet, and that safety locks and braces are in place.
Make sure the ladder is rated for the weight you need it to carry. This includes your weight, the
weight of tools and supplies you are using, and any objects placed on the ladder.
Read the manufacturer's advice and follow safety warnings.

Work in the right conditions
•

•
•
•
•
•

Don’t work in wet, windy, or hot conditions. A very hot day can cause people to feel dizzy or
faint and lose their balance on a ladder. A wet or windy day may cause you or the ladder to slip
or fall.
Check that your ladder is on even ground, as surfaces that are uneven or sloped will increase
your risk of falling from the ladder.
Make sure your ladder is not placed in front of outward-opening doors or windows.
Wear non-slip, enclosed footwear. Do not wear socks, slippers, or shoes without a closed-in
heal.
Make sure someone is home with you while you are on the ladder in case you have an
accident and need assistance.
Having another person with you to hold and support the ladder can help prevent the ladder
from slipping.

Website link: www.onarr.org.au

5

Orphan Native Animal Rear and Release Association

March 2022

How to set up your ladder safely
•
•
•

Place the ladder on dry, firm and level ground.
Always ensure the ladder is locked firmly into place before use.
If you are working on an extension ladder, make sure it extends at least one metre over the top
of the surface it rests against and secure it at the top.

Work safely up the ladder
•
•
•
•

•

Stay in the centre of the ladder as you climb. Work within your arm’s reach and never lean too
far from a ladder – it is much safer to get down and readjust the ladder.
Only climb as far as the second step from the top of a step ladder or the third step or rung from
the top of an extension ladder.
Be careful when pulling items from shelves, gutters, and roofs as this may cause you to lose
your balance.
Always maintain 3 points of contact while on the ladder. Use 2 hands when climbing. When
using a tool, make sure both
feet and your other hand are
secure on the ladder.
Two people should never climb
the ladder at the same time
even if their combined weight
is below the maximum weight
capacity.

By following these simple steps, we
can reduce your chances of having an
accident while using a ladder. And
remember that sometimes it is the best
practise to get a professional to carry
out jobs that require ladders. And yes,
it may cost you some money but sadly
unlike my friends father it wont cost
you your life.

Let’s have NONE of this!
You may remember my Billy-Bob Bandicoot that went into the zoo system and ended up living with
Martin from Geckoes. These little guys are his grandchildren. Yes, they are a white and spotted!
Martin says they
have changed
colour from pure
white when first
found, to the
spots and then
darker colouring.
Billy-Bobs
legacy lives on!

Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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Macropod Report March 2022- Anita Thompson
Very little going on in the macropod world. Plenty of grass means the roos are off the roads
(sometimes!).
We have had an explosion of eastern greys grazing around our place. Mainly because we bought a
slasher and are keeping the grass down- EG’s love short grass, just look at all the golf courses.
It appears to be a popular time to mate, as we have also had an influx of large breeding males, who
normally aren’t around. This can make moving around them a dangerous affair, so I thought I would
list the behaviours of a large male that may be exerting aggressive behaviours.
So, a large breeding male, who is feeling
threatened by another large breeding male will
do the following:
1.
The strut- an exaggerated 4-legged walk
with a high arched back and head held high.
2.
This is followed by chest rubbing and
grabbing handfuls of grass and tossing them
around.
Exaggerated 4-legged walk with head held high,
arched back.

Standing and chest rubbing, plus up on the
toes make themselves look larger.

3.
Then a bit of standing on tip toe to look
really big.
4.
Then, if the other male is not interested,
he must crouch and cough in submission.
5.

If he doesn’t submit, then the fight is on…

Usually, once the more dominant or stronger male
has beaten the other once or twice, the loser will
cough and submit. This way they avoid a fight to the
death.
Of course, the winner gets mating rights to the female they were both probably tailing, waiting for her
to come into season.
Of course, if you get in the way, they will attack you. This can be life threatening, so never approach a
male that is exhibiting these behaviours. Another reason you should NOT make a pet from an undesexed male.
Cheers
Anita
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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Bat Report – Dee Smith
Little Red Flying-Foxes. When Little Reds come to town, they
come to party, so they bring all their friends. They arrive for the
abundance of their favourite blossom trees especially the
melaleucas. Unfortunately, it can be in the thousands and quite
often local humans are not happy about it. I have heard them called
dirty and smelly. They actually aren't dirty, they constantly clean
and groom themselves. As for the smell, I love their musky smell.
So, it's usually the camp itself that people are talking about. These
animals have to go the toilet somewhere, so they invert, and it goes
to the ground in the camp. (good manure)
Little Reds tend to hang very close together in camps, in fact they bunch together like grapes. Even
though they are the smaller of the flying-fox species at 310g-560g they still cause the most damage of
vegetation in the camp because the weight of so many together often results in broken branches and
stripped foliage. This is another reason humans are upset with Little Reds. But these Little Reds move
on when the flowering they have come to town for has ceased. Usually it's about 4-6 weeks,
depending. They may not return to this particular camp for another 12 months which allows the camp
to regenerate.
Little Reds birthing season is April-May as opposed to the Blacks and Greys in October-November.
So just before April, they usually head North where it's warmer to give birth.
Because they aren't normally around in Brisbane at the time of birth, we don't get any pups in care. I
have been fortunate enough to have raised two in all my years of caring and that was possibly due to
a few stragglers that were late leaving. These pups were a delight to raise and very different from the
blacks and Greys I have raised. Very independent, very vocal and very energetic.
It breaks my heart every time I hear of a town that is upset the Little Reds are there and then they
proceed to do camp dispersals. It's so stressful for these animals.
If only humans could be patient and wait until the Little Reds go of
their own accord. They are primarily nectar feeders, so we
desperately need them for their role in dispersing the pollen.
With development happening widespread these days Little Reds
are losing their habitat and old campsites.
Pictured is a local camp near me when they did come here. As
you can see, they are all
bunched together, and you
can also see the damage
already. This will
regenerate. They have left
town, headed north.
If anyone has the chance
to watch a fly-out at dusk
when the Little Reds are in
a camp near you, please
do. It's an amazing experience and I have always said it
should be a tourist attraction.
Website link: www.onarr.org.au
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