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   Welcome to another edition of your newsletter.   

 

Our group is one of the original carer groups in south-east Queen-
sland.  We have a wealth of knowledge and experience available to 
us and its only a phone call away. 

ONARR was represented at the recent RSPCA open day held at Fair-
field on Sunday 7 October 2007 (quite possibly the hottest October 
day in living memory).  I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
members who came along to lend a hand.   

 

The ONARR rescue line appears to be running along quite well.  As 
you’re probably aware it now works as a recorded message with con-
tact numbers given for register heads.  From my records, a lot of calls 
are in relation to possums.  There seems to be a lot of possums with-
out a home to go to after a night out, and so they’re just sitting in trees 
of a daytime where they become targets for gangs of crows.  I’ve also 
had reports of crows breaking dreys apart to get at the possums.   

 

ONARR now has a release trailer and possums traps for use by 
members.  If you need to borrow the trailer contact  Beverley.   The 
traps are to be situated at various points of the compass—Kim S. has 
one down at Shailer Park, Beverley has one for out Ipswich way, 
Susan has one for around Brisbane and I have one for the north side 
folks needing it.  There is a bond to be paid on the trailer and traps. 

The New Year will see ONARR providing more education/workshop/
social event days.  Your input and presence will be needed. 

We are still looking for a new Treasurer.  Is there anybody out 
there who can take on this role?  You won't be left on your 
own.  Kim and the committee will support you every step of the 
way.  Thanks to the great job Kim has been doing, the role is not 
as daunting as you may think.  Please give Kim a call - she'd love 
to hear from you. 

You are invited to a get-together to be held at the Spring-
field Tavern at Springfield Parkway, Commercial Drive, 
Camira on Saturday 8 December 2007 (12ish).  Please give 
the tavern a call on (07)38182822 to book a seat.   

Margaret 

(Continued on page 3) 

Presidents Report by Margaret Christison  

Orphan Native Animal Rear & Release.  December—Feb. 2007 

O.N.A.R.R. 
Orphan Native Animal Rear  and Release 

Association Inc. 

Special points of interest: 

President’s report  

Onarr t-shirts available for 
order 

Divet available for pur-
chase 

Christmas Get together 

Divetalact for sale $14 kilo 

Art Show 

 

This edition of the ONARR 
newsletter printed courtesy 
of : 

Councillor Heather Morrow.   

Thank You!!  

President’s report 1 

Help List 2 

Lesson learned. . Tricky 
echidnas 

4 

Bat Report 4 

Beware!  4 

Divetalact purchase 5 

Art Show 5 

Possum Report 7 

Electra - Mountain 
Brushtail antics 

10 

Data base sheets 13 



2  

 

December—Feb. 2007 Orphan Native Animal Rear & Release.  

 

O.N.A.R.R. 

Orphan Native Animal Rear & Release Association Inc. 

 

THE KANGAROO AND  
WALLABY REGISTER 

Graham    3288 8870  
             Mobile    0428 785278 
Gloria V.    4627 2050 
    Mobile    0427 272071 
Kerry/Wayne      5463 6289 

THE POSSUM REGISTER 

Margaret                         3217 4568 
Lyn     3206 0908 
Gill     3351 4541 
   Mobile     0401 137047 
Kerry/Wayne      5463 6289 
Laurelle (Gympie Area) 5481 6163  
Beverley    3294 6264 
Kim      3209 8548 

THE GLIDER REGISTER 
Harry & Merrilyn   5496 7750 
   Mobile     0427 678488 
Lyn     3206 0908 
Kim     3209 8548 

THE BAT REGISTER  

Dianne    3385 5856 
Michelle C.    5546 8262 
   Mobile     0401 758562 

THE REPTILE REGISTER 
Sarah & Paul   5464 5056 

THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Margaret President           3217 4568 
Susan          Vice Pres.   3379 1775 
Kim F.  Vice Pres.   3354 3971 
Beverley  Secretary  3294 6264 
Kim  Treasurer  3209 8548 
 

THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 

Lyn       3206 0908 

THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Beverley     3294 6264 
 bcla0713@bigpond.net.au 
Or  
Mrs. B. Clarke 
‘Wild Magic’ 
11-17 Islandview St.,  
BARELLAN POINT QLD 4306 
 
Please put Qld in the address, otherwise it will 
go to Western Australia!  

BIRO (BIRDS)     
Central number              3351 5461 

Australia Zoo 

Wildlife Emergency Hotline 1300 369 652   (24 hrs.) 

For Appointments -  Ph. 5436 2097  
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RSPCA   1300 animal 

Complaints of Cruelty 1300 852 188 

Qld Parks and Wildlife 1300 130 372  

Frogs  - Jenny   3366 1868 

BIRO - Central no.  3351 5461 

Len          3351 4068 

Seabirds  - Sally/Hanny  3390 6476 

Sally   0404 118301 

Hanny   0414 318938 

Birds of Prey -  Alf/Liz 3260 1466 

Bat Rescue  - Louise  3821 0166  

FAUNA   1300fauna1 

POSITION VACANT - TREASURER.  Onarr is in a need of a treasurer to 
look after our financial records.  Kim is willing to support anyone interested 
in taking on the position until they find their feet.  Please ring Kim for further 
details or Margaret for more information.  This is an urgent request!!  

Christmas get together.   
You are invited to an end of year 

get-together to be held at the 
Springfield Tavern at Springfield 

Parkway, Commercial Drive, Camira 
on Saturday 8 December 2007 

(12ish).  Please give the tavern a 
call on (07)38182822 to book a 

seat.  The committee members will 
be attending and would love to 

meet and greet members who do not 
know us yet, and have a gab with 
those members who do know us!! 
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Lesson learned . . . . .  
I picked up an Echidna a few weeks ago that someone’s car had gone over the night before.  They thought the car 
had just gone over the top without injuring it but there was a little bit of blood on his nose.  I thought I would just 
observe it one night in the aviary as it wasn't very co-operative about me checking it over and then review the situa-
tion the next day.  I put some mince in a dish with some insectivore on the aviary floor reckoning that every time I 
put fruit in there for the possums they get covered in ants so that would be good for the echidna.  Wrong!!  Not one 
single ant went anywhere near that dish and when I went to check on the echidna the next morning it had moved 
all the bricks from the edge of the aviary and pushed the side out and hotfooted it to the bush!  I thought I had bet-
ter check the neighbours yards just in case so I had to knock on all their doors and ask very politely if I could check 
their yards as I had misplaced my echidna! No luck but I did see some poo across the road so I hope it had gone a 
few more yards and it would have been in bushland.  Will know next time to barricade the aviary.  I thought if it was 
well enough to work out how to get out then maybe it would be OK.  Didn't realise how far they could climb as I had 
checked it before I went to bed and it was up on a high shelf.  Another lesson learned. 
  
My little wallaby I released up at Ocean View is still going home to bed in the mornings and is being well looked af-
ter by Madonna.  Why would anyone leave home when you get that well looked after. Thanks Madonna - I know he 
is in good hands. 
Gill 

Bat report 

At this point in the 2007 Bat season I can only provide you with an interim report as babies will 
continue to come into care till Xmas. To date we have had 19 pups into care which comprises of 
12 Black and  7 Grey headed (2 of which have died) The reason they are in care in predomi-
nately electrocution of the mothers , some mothers also died on barbed wire and in netting. The 
babies have been quite robust with excellent weight to forearm ratios indicating the  mothers are 
in reasonable condition at the beginning of the birthing season. We hope  

this pattern will continue through out the season. 

Regards, Diane Johnston 

BEWARE!! 
Police are urging visitors to the city centre to 
be especially vigilant for new gang operating 
a slick routine that is aimed at stealing from 
unwary persons. They say that the gang 
usually comprises four members. While the 
three younger ones, all appearing to be cute 
and innocent, divert their "mark" (or in-
tended target) with a show of friendliness 
and fun, the fourth - the eldest of this gang 
of criminals - sneaks in from behind the per-
son's back to expertly rifle undetected 
through their pockets and bags for any valuables being carried. The attached picture 
was taken from a CCTV operating in the inner city shows the gang in operation. 
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Did you notice our new Register 
Heads? Kerry and Wayne Johnston 
at Rathdowney have come on board 
as Register Heads for both Kanga-
roos and Possums. 
Lovely to have you with us, Kerry 
and Wayne.             the Committee 

Wildlife Art Show  

There is a Wildlife Art Show called 'The Inter-
national Nature in Art 2007'.  Its a beautiful art 
show on wildlife from Australia and be-
yond.  Its on at the Logan Art Gallery. Starts 
30/11/07 till 5/1/08. Opens Tuesdays to Satur-
days, 10am - 5pm.  If anyone enjoys art espe-
cially wildlife its well worth the visit.  By the 
way, while you are there, keep a look out for a 
graphite drawing of a baby elephant—this was 
done by our very talented Lyn Hampson.   

Orphan Native Animal Rear & Release.  December—Feb. 2007 

Doing a Rescue If you are 
called out to do a rescue you 
must take your license with 
your receipt attached to it with 
you.  You must have proof that 
you are a registered wildlife 
carer before you can claim any 
animal in need of care.  Put a 
copy in your car.   Carry your 
membership card with you— it 
too is proof of registration.   

Want TO SEE YOUR NAME IN PRINT? 
The ONARR newsletter is for all of us to share, and we love 
to read stories, either sad or happy, about your animals.  
Funny anecdotes like Gill’s, or information that you have 
gathered over the years, anything at all, is welcome in YOUR 
newsletter.  Get together with another carer friend and write 
an article for the next edition.  

Articles can be send to the address on the Help list under 
Newsletter Editor.   

T-SHIRTS- Onarr logo on front, website on the 
back.   

You may have noticed some of our carers 
around wearing the new ONARR t-shirt.  If 
you would like to purchase a t-shirt, please 
contact Ipswich Embroidery Services :  
Glenda : on 328806078, or fax 3288 6141 or 
email Glenda@ipswichembroidery.com.au.  
Their website is 
www.ipswichembroidery.com.au 

Mention that you are an ONARR member.   

NEWSLETTER REQUESTS 
FOR  VETS.   

We send our newsletter out to sev-
eral vets, but if you think your vet 
would like a copy of our newsletter, 
please let Beverley know.   

DIVETALACT  
We currently have some supplies of 
Divetelact milk powder if any car-
ers are in need.  You can purchase a 
1 kilo bag for $14.   Be aware that 
milk powder needs to be kept in 
your freezer for freshness, and will 
last there for some considerable 
time.  Limit of 2 kilos applies. 

Please contact Beverley on 3294 
6264 to purchase the milk powder.   

Live every day as if 
it will be your last, 
as someday it will.   
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This an excerpt from an article by Julia Chew, an ONARR carer who lives up on the mountain!!, hence the 
Mountain News.   

CAN YOU HELP with ROAD KILL?  Road kill has produced more orphans this month.  On sub-
ject of road kill, I was contacted recently by Peg Macqueen, who is doing her PhD at 
Qld.Uni.  Peg needs DNA samples for her work on pademelons.  Peg kindly agreed to do an arti-
cle for our Mountain News on her research, and is particularly interested in comparing the genet-
ics of the Mt. Glorious pademelons with Mt. Mee pademelons, as it seems the Mt. Glorious popu-
lations are more threatened at present. So, it would be great if you could keep a plastic bag in 
your car, and if you come across any nice fresh road kill, pick it up for Peg.  The fresher the bet-
ter for DNA.  Then put it straight in your freezer when you get home.  If this is kind of yuk for you, 
feel free to bring it around to my freezer (have a garage freezer in which I keep stuff one really 
would not want to mistakenly cook). 

 

Peg’s main interest is in pademelons . However, Heather Janetzi, Collection Manager of Birds & 
Mammals Research Collection at Queensland Museum, advises that currently they too need 
specimens to replenish their supplies for both DNA/research (even mushy ones) and for replace-
ment of display specimens (ones in better condition)– frogs, birds, reptiles, possums, wallabies 
etc.  Penelope Hacker, our fairly new Mt. Glorious resident and very experienced wildlife carer, 
goes to the museum weekly, and Penelope said she’d be happy to deliver any specimens to 
Peg/Heather for us.  

 

Contacts for Road Kill:  Julia Chew (32898246) – for freezer space, Penelope Hacker 
(32890085) – for transport, Peggy Macqueen (33654825) – Uni.of Qld., for info./roadkill of pade-
melons, Heather Janetzi (38407715) –Qld. Museum.  Info. to accompany specimens that would 
be useful for Heather: Where found, date collected, and name of person who collected the speci-
men (no other personal details required), in case it turns out to be something rare to our area or 
very interesting! 

 

PAULA Devereaux, is a brushtail possum (Trichosurus vulpecula), 
who was rescued by Julie & Paul about 3k this side of the tennis 
court house on Mt. Nebo Rd.  Paula was clinging to her dead mum’s 
back and covered in blood.  When cleaned up, however, she had no 
injuries herself, had beautiful, copper, cream and “pumpkin” coloured 
fur, and weighed a very healthy 317g.  Just this week, Paula’s gradu-
ated from her pouch to her very own real possum box.  Thanks to my 
neighbours, she enjoys a virtual smorgasbord of native vegetation 
and blossoms every night, along with her formula for breakfast and 
high tea.  She’s now 470g. 

Life is not measured by the number 

of breaths we take, but by the number 

of moments that take our breath 

away.                                       Anon.   


